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A Lamp for My Anointed
Kevin W. Rhodes

The Babylonian captivity had shaken Judah to 
the very bone. After years of  moral decadence 
and spiritual indifference, the harsh realities 

created by the destruction of  the temple and their 
relocation outside of  their homeland challenged their 
arrogant assumptions of  having the LORD on their 
side and forced them to evaluate their relationship 
with the Almighty. Consequently, following their 
captivity and the rebuilding of  the temple, Israel 
still wondered whether they had been forgiven and 
whether their former rebellion would negate the 
promises made to David. Therefore, reflecting on 
the events that led to the ark of  the covenant and the 
temple coming to Jerusalem originally, the psalmist 
then offered divine reassurance that the LORD’s 
promises remained true and His purpose intact. 
Thus, as a song of  ascent, when generations to come 
approached Jerusalem—some along the same path 
that the ark itself  followed—this psalm provided a 
reminder of  why they came to Jerusalem and that 
God’s promises still stood.

The opening words of  the psalm provide context 
for David’s motivations when he sought to bring 
the ark up from Kirjath-Jearim to Jerusalem after 
finally unifying the kingdom. Rather than a political 
statement of  his ascendancy and dominance, this 
proved his heart to be sincere and humble, giving 
diligence and his complete focus to bringing attention 
to the Lord’s glory rather than his own (Psa. 132:1-
5). Skipping over the unfortunate episode of  Uzzah, 
the psalmist concentrates on David’s desire to bring 
the ark close to his home so that he might freely, 
regularly, and openly worship his God (Psa. 132:6-7) 
and the ultimate fulfillment of  David’s hopes when 
Solomon dedicated the temple, quoting from his 
closing words on that day (Psa. 132:8-10; 2 Chr. 6:41-
42) though with a far more poignant context. They 
had abandoned all of  this in chasing after idols, and 
now they sought renewal in reestablishing worship 
in the second temple during the time of  Ezra. Thus, 
the reassurance of  what follows served as a reminder 
for that generation and the generation that followed 
of  the character of  their God—merciful, forgiving, 
and true to His word. 

The reflection upon the original hope begun 

in the heyday of  Israel’s faithfulness serves as 
an important foundation for the subsequent 
reflection on the power of  God’s promises and their 
implications for Israel’s future as they returned from 
the humiliation of  captivity to restore worship and 
reverence in imitation of  David’s heart and purpose. 
Therefore, despite the way Judah’s kings had been 
forced from the throne by Babylon, God stood by 
His promise to David that his dynasty would never 
end (Psa. 132:11-12). How this would come about, 
particularly during an era when no king ruled, 
remained a mystery, but the power of  the promise 
stood firm and thus provided reassurance of  Israel’s 
purpose. Moreover, despite the destruction of  the 
temple and Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the 
LORD still had a plan for Zion. Neither Judah’s 
rebellion nor Babylon’s destruction changed that 
(Psa. 132:13-15); therefore, the LORD would fulfill 
once more the hope of  providing salvation and joy 
(Psa. 132:16), just as in the days of  Solomon (Psa. 
132:9). But this hope would not be realized in the 
immediate aftermath of  the return, nor in the people 
as a whole, but in God’s Anointed One, the Messiah, 
whom God still promised to send. He would rule 
with authority and wisdom. He would conquer His 
enemies. He would be crowned as Priest and King 
and so enjoy a reign filled with blessings for all His 
subjects (Psa. 132:17-18).

For centuries the Jews would sing this psalm as 
they made their way to the temple during the great 
feasts, anticipating the day that David’s Descendant 
would ascend to the throne. Jesus Himself  likely 
sang it as He went to Jerusalem, first with His family 
and then with His disciples. And yet, all the while, it 
pointed to Him. God was indeed true to His Word 
in sustaining the lineage of  David until He could 
send His Son to be King, in renewing Zion’s place as 
the place of  salvation and joy through the preaching 
of  the gospel at Pentecost, and in giving Jesus all 
authority (Matt. 28:18) as the rightful Heir of  the 
throne and crowning Him as King of  His Kingdom 
after He ascended on high (Psa. 68:18; Eph. 4:8-10). 
The Jews of  the second temple period could only 
rejoice in anticipation of  the promise; Christians 
can rejoice in its fulfillment.



Prayer request...
•		 Deanie Denning fell last week. She is staying with her daughter Amy.
•		 Doug Kilcrease had vein ablation surgery last Thursday.
•		 Amy Martin, Charlotte Moulder’s daughter, is having tests.
•	   	Gwen Martin has been sick and not able to get out.	
•	   Tony Ware, Weldon York’s brother-in-law has liver cancer. He will be starting chemo 

soon. His wife Betty and grandchildren have been attending services.	  

Remember in prayers...
Debbie Boroughs, Deanie Denning, Burnice Gentry (Wayne’s father), Amy Hackler, Henry 
& Nan Homan, Gwen Martin, Nan Oliver, Mary Reynolds, Don Walker.

Baptism
We rejoice that Sheila Merimon, who works for Ryan Cowan, was immersed Thursday, 
October 11th, at Itasca church of  Christ. Kerista has been studying with her for several 
weeks. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.

Please note...
•	   Ladies Bible class will be a combined class on Wednesday, October 24th at 10:00 am. 

There will be a potluck lunch after class.
•		 The Philippi Group—	Clark Lehtinen’s group will meet Sunday, October 21st. There is a 

sign up sheet for food to bring in the foyer.
•		 Wednesday, October 31st, will be singing in the auditorium. There will not be any classes. 

Centurion of Scripture Challenge 2018 (NKJV)
Exodus 19:5 

Now therefore, if  ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:

Psalm 37:33

The steps of  a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.

News and Notes



Those who Serve
Lords' Supper:  	 10/21 
Front South			  Front North

Clark Lehtinen   		  Bill Hughes                       
Bill Cashion			   Daniel Hughes
Cody Grinnell		  Mike Harding

Back South			  Back North
Weldon York			   Dennis Lane        
Jim Hudgins 			  Don Crecelius 
James Hunt			   Jeff  Day

Leading prayers:
Sunday AM 		         	 Tom Collins			 
     			   Andrew Collins		
Sunday PM  			  Andrew Collins
     			   Sid Carruth
Wednesday PM		  Daniel Hughes

Announcements:
Sunday AM-PM: 	         	 Tim Norman 

Wednesday			   Jeff  Day

Song leaders:
Sunday AM	  		  Jeff  Day
Sunday PM	  		  Jeff  Day
Wednesday PM		  Jeff  McPherson

Foyer Personnel:
Sunday & Wednesday	 Gavin McGilvray		
     	  Will Cammack & DeWayne Henegar

Collection Counting
Jeff  Day / Paul Murphy
Beacon of  Truth, Pat McIntosh’s internet 
radio program will be on Monday thru Friday at 
7:00 AM.

Expositions, Kevin’s television program, airs 
on GBN Monday nights at 7:30 pm, Thursday 
mornings at 10:30 am, Thursday evenings at 
6:00 pm, and Saturday afternoons at 12:30 pm. 

					  
Sermons for Sunday

AM		 Sermon on the Mount 
Todd Clippard 
			

PM		  Baptism and the New Testament 
Todd Clippard 

Our Records 

Bible Class.......................................................130
AM Worship....................................................195
PM Worship....................................................131
Wednesday Bible Class....................................112
Contribution..............................................$5,355

Granbury Street Church of  Christ
1211 N. Granbury Street
Cleburne, TX 76033

817-517-7713 (Local) or 817-517-6515 (Metro)
FAX: 817-556-3822
granburystreet@aol.com

www.granburystreetchurchofchrist.com

10/21-24		  Gospel Meeting
			   with Todd Clippard

12/9/18			  Congregational Christmas Dinner  		
			   following evening services


