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o e 1 have developed my
endurance and my ability to
continuously proceed on  a
joumey 1o achleve an objective,
If this were @ world where
justice  reigned, (@ world)
without wrmoil, (@  world) ¢
without oppressors and (a world)
where everybody behaved in a
civilized ~ manner, I would
peither  have  wished nor |
contemplated  the  world of |
politics. 1dare say that I would |
have gravitated towards my
other interest.  Perhaps the |
nature of its appeal is its |
impracticality; oh well, not all
thoughts the occur to you are
practical. Now, even if this
ideal 1 described above is not
achicved,  if only society’s
condition were such that it did

sculptor or an author; if that
your interest, you would




Is there a time in your life nstantancously deli or
you were so despondent :snlu your l"‘ g
you were driven to tears? (




0 md.vlslonwhenhewu-lo
of 12 years old” Personally, T
can't logically claim that I had a
vision. Perhaps throughout my

ask

vision?” (1 would have (o say) i
develops with challenges. In my
opinion, with the exception of
God and Angels, there is no one
who can create an extra-natural
vision and those who say they
can are vainglorious. If you
relate it within the context of

[ingredient] of vision I would
say (you have a choice): as
human being you can le '
passive life tolerating ¢
in your environment. (
other hand, there are)
rising up to the challenge as
tying 10 change  th
environment, ~ When
succeed  in
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So far, the histo

Eritrea  has  just O;w:r{
skimmed at the surface.
But the deepest and most
profound parts of our history
are buried deep in our hearts.
Considering that our history is a
&lorious example of patriotism
and sacrifice and given that life
has no guarantees, why is it that
Eritreans, including  yourself;
haven't embarked in writing our
history? And what are the plans

Jor the future?

Again, we arc going back to
politics. I have a reason for
hating politics. Certainly,
(politics) is an obligatory

Misgina  Khartoum Kerteme),
Adolescencel A Chinese
(historian) uses words that you
could--after considerable effort-
decipher but what would be the
point? One could say that this

(historian) is on the furthest
extreme,

There are  other
authors [whose names I do not

wish to mention] who have
wrilten about the struggle and
political conditions. You read
their books to enhance your
knowledge of our neighboring
countrics: the existing Iranian
i i the recent Afghani

or for an of
the changes that occurred; (And
then) you try to relate it to your
situation. At times, these people
write about the history of the
Eritrean struggle and when you
read what they have written it is
based on a two-week expedition.
It is hard to understand who or
what their sources are. Even if
you look at the books cited as

:

to a desired end. Now, I want to
speak to you about history.
There are those who claim to be
historians—writers and
translators. Especially with
respect to our struggle, a great
many things can be written.
One of the things that frequently
makes me laugh is the writing
of some Ethiopians who claim to
be historians. I see it as if they
are mocking our people and
playing with our minds. For
example, there is this so-called
author whose name is Misgina...

Mehari Misgina..

Yes, Mehari ~ Misgina

his time in
Khartoum (Translator’s Note:
the translation here is especially

This sentence is said

who  encouraged
them to be the authoritics of our
history? What did the author
rely on when writing our
history? Because they are seen
as sages and experts, their work
enjoys (broad) distribution. The
net effect is that they undermine
your confidence in all their
work: if this is how they write,
then what they wrote about any
other country is meaningless,
t0o. When authors like these
say we would like to write about
your situation, you just enjoy a
concealed smile. But, what are
we lacking? Is it because we
don’t have the ability? Or is it
because they (the non Eritrean
historians) have a more lofty
opinion of their ability? Is it
because we are so immersed in
our condition 24 hours a da.y‘

‘with an air of irony: How can

that we are unable to nol

. he Yrltrean Kxponent

of those Whings that you gay

“one of these days, when w;-,
have the time..” you just smile,
and you let it pass. I is one of
those frustrating things.
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In politics, you can't write (e
whole truth; you can't explaig
all your views. 1If you are a4
author, you have unlimiteq
freedom. If you write about
things unrelated 0 politicg—.
because you are not treading on
things we spent a lifdtime on-—
there are no reins: you capn
gallop all you want. You can
widen your horizons and yoyu
can let your creativity spill over,
And the writing doesn’t rein yoy
in. But if you want o enter the
domain of political history or s
write about politics, well, i
perhaps the heroic account is not i
very controversial and you can 3
write about it. But you don't
want to say much about the wet.
like path and tangle of politics
because what would be tye
conclusion? There  are
concessions ‘eompmm'm:‘ you
have made as a means 1o help
you achieve your goal but,
without that context, Gf yoq
judged) the means alone,
would  not  please  yoyur
conscience and, truth be told,
they may telegraph messages
that you should not reveal. 1f
you are to speak about ordinary
people candidly and truthfully,
since it prolongs an issue and
the harm outweighs its benefits,
after a while, you choose to not
even talk about it. So, no harm \
will be done if that issue is left
unexplored.

Perhaps your conscience will



alone. Besides, there is the can't fault them for not writing,
hardship (of writing). T i S
1 always think about that. artistically-talented reality-based
Leaving aside the things I said writers who have a real aptitude

disclose, (if you ask the
question) compared to our other
have we pinched off?

The answer is so insignificant as
to be meaningless. If you ask
me, “what can you do about it?
what is your role?” maybe you
hoodwink you but there is a
thing I like to fool myself with,
Perhaps you would (understand
this) if you can see it in an
artistic  context: Let’s say
Michael Adonay docs what 1
cannot do: he designs a beautiful
drawing. (In this case,) I would
feel that he had just helped me
in wholly satisfying my artistic
yearning. Compensation is what
I would feel.

I know that I will not satisfy my
interests for writing and my
artistic inclinations due to
insufficient ~ skill, lack of
experience and dearth of tim:
but I still feel satisfied wi
sec other people’s wmt.




until 8 years afler

the ban on marriages
during the struggle was lifled.
Why did you wait so long? How
about now: do you have the
opportunity to spend time with
your family? If so, how?

1 You weren't married

Is it hard to know what is
sweet about life? It is not hard.
But to taste the sweetness of life,
you must have the ability to be
pragmatic. It seems to me, if
you do that, you can lead a
balanced life.

”mewﬁﬁmm
over the years I have developed
a knack for concessions; thus,

during the armed struggle—and
if you made it through the
(armed) struggle. Instcad of
worrying about one issue for 24
hours, you want to allocate sume
time for your personal and
individual needs. But I don’t
think that there was an
environment conducive to that

The Eritrean Exponent

end up making concessions
compromises.

I would say that in my
life, so far, I haven’t had
difficulties. It is a mattc
training. With practice, you
learn to get used to
meditation. G i
example, (if) it i



Ko ke what th Tallan used
mwtwm‘m'm
thelr trado, they would bo vague |

viow was If someone learns my
trade, he will displace me, But
elfect on the human
my view, there is no knowledge
in this world that should be
hidden from even the so called
“below-average person.” If
want (o learn something, (

things are a must): des

know this”, I would say, “it
due to the serenity of his mind
or the advanced stage of hi
consciousness,”  Some
may try telling you, “thie
bright; the other one
bright.” For example, take
individuals who are
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is  behind  your
strength generated a
response of a solely political
nature. Your other talents are
more  important and more
poignant than your political
ones. Could you answer the
question  from a different
perspective? You have spent
Your  whole life in the
(revolutionary)  field: fo
experience the hardship; to step
over a blaze; to develop a social
work ethic; to take a firm stand
against what is wrong... all of
that requires strength, where did
You get the strength to do that?

1 The question of what

I think, as I mentioned
previously, it is my disposition
for or habit of reading. For
example, when the issue of
Economics is brought up, there
are  challenges we now
encounter we hadn’t foreseen
before we arrived at this stage. 1
don’t accept the proposition that
that there is a limit to
knowledge or that there are any
impediments that would limit

anyone—even a below-average
person—from having a deep and
detailed comprehension (of any
subject). Maybe just because
someone has studied various
disciplines at school, he might
feel that he has a thorough
understanding of a subject...but,
for my part, one of the traits I
have developed is the belief that
casually  browsing  through
magazines  or  acquiring
superficial  knowledge ~serves
only to confuse you. So you
know what I do? If I want to

- Study a subject [and it doesn't
subject], but

or not

ing to answer questions
;:::e':pui?\g other fields. For
example, when we first came
here 4 years ago, what were the
challenges we encountered?
Maybe I can cnumerate them
and if I ask myself, “what have I
done to overcome these
challenges and cnhancc my
knowledge?” (the answer is) I
have been bouncing from one
book to another in an attempt to
explore what can be explored—
that is my nature. You try to
widen your horizon; settling for
half-baked ideas bothers your
conscience. Likewise with other
subjects: to master my vocations,
if an issue is brought up, I must
be able to have an exhaustive
knowledge about it. If not, I
shouldn’t even (feel qualified to)
talk about or work on it. I have
no illusions about being an
expert but at least I should know
enough to communicate about it.
Whenever someone talks about a
subject, I have a belief that I
ought to know the (particular)
subject. Let me give you a

simple example: the word
‘management’ is frequently
bandied about. Because those

who claim to know the subject
are prone to mystification and
because, on the other hand, my
knowledge of the subject is very
little, T ask myself, “what should
Ido?”

Well, I must explore, read and
venture  into  the related
literature, books and
experiments on the subject. |
have no teacher; there is

available to tutor me. Most of

the time, the problem associated

with this

tud
|

(1)

and pored
ultimately, |




And if you
power _that guided you into
arriving at this stage?” or how
did ] acquire my diverse skills, it
is the way I have deseril
There are different books

different stages; there are books
read although they have
pothing to do with your job.

have a library at
there is no reason why

explore it. Especially n
technology is highly




