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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing inspects earthquake hit areas in
ves instructions on relief, rehabilitation

Senior General Min Aung Hi:aing inspects an ancient buiiding dag

Nay Pyi Taw March 29

As an extremely powerful
earthquake on 28 March hit
Sagaing Region, Mandalay
Region, Magway Region,
Northeastern Shan State,
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area
and Bago Region, destroying
roads, bridges, buildings and
causing deaths and injuries,
search and rescue operations
are being carried out in re-
spective areas.

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and party went
to Mandalay Region, which
was hardest hit by the earth-
quake, and inspected the
damage and losses first by
helicopter.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral heard reports on damage
and losses and search and
rescue operations submitted

by Mandalay Region Chief
Minister U Myo Aung, Saga-
ing Region Chief Minister U
Myat Kyaw, the commander
of the Central Command and
officials at the meeting hall
of the command and gave
instructions, saying search
and rescue operations must
be carried out as quickly as
possible while those who
sustained injuries must be
sent to nearest hospitals im-
mediately, where military
and civilian physicians must
provide healthcare services
to them. It is also necessary
to offer assistance to bury
those who died during the
disaster. Responsible offi-
cials are required to provide
accommodation for those
who face difficulties for a
place to live as soon as pos-
sible in the same ways as
measures were taken during

5

the outbreak of COVID-19. University destroyed by fire
Damage to buildings that are during the earthquake and
dangerous must be cleared heard reports of responsible
quickly and systematically. officials. The Senior Gen-
Responsible officials are eral gave instructions on
required to ensure that new searching and rescuing peo-
buildings to be constructed
meet required qualities and
standards by taking lessons
from the disaster. Measures
must be taken as quickly as
possible to provide water,
electricity, accommodation
and food to people in areas hit
by the earthquake. Airports
and runways must be repaired
as best and quickly as pos-
sible in respective states and
regions in order to carry out
relief operations effectively.
The Senior General also gave
other necessary instructions.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral inspected the damage
along the palace wall and the
main building of Mandalay

e e

ctims

ple who are trapped in dam-
aged buildings, carrying out
relief operations according to
their priorities, the needs to
reconstruct buildings includ-
ing education and health fa-

R S !

cilities quickly and efficiently

and other requirements.
Then, the Senior General

inspected measures taken to

transform the former airport

in See Page 15
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing shares experience of devastated
earthquake in Myanmar with Prime Minister of

Senior'General Mnﬁmg[ﬂhﬁ]g making atp

Nay Pyi Taw March 29

Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing made
a phone contact with Prime
Minister of India Mr. Nar-
endra Modi yesterday after-
noon to take aid for loss and
damage in Myanmar affected
by a very strong earthquake
which centred 10 kilometres
northeast of Mandalay at
12.50 pm on 28 March.

In his conversation, the
Prime Minister of India stat-
ed that the entire nation of

He expressed that all Indian
citizens mourn the losses
and damages suffered by
Myanmar.

The Senior General re-
sponded that he was deeply
grateful and moved by the
expression of the Prime Min-
ister of India on condolences
for Myanmar and people. He
also sincerely appreciates
the sympathy and support
from the people of India.

As the Indian Prime Min-

ho‘e|c0ntact with
India is deeply saddened by

the devastating earthquake
that occurred in Myanmar.

ister asked about the cur-
rent situations, the Senior
General replied: “We are no
longer experiencing major
seismic activity, but there
are still small aftershocks.
Right now, I am in Manda-
lay, where the earthquake's
epicentre was. Currently, the
death toll stands at 1,002,
with around 2,400 injured.
There are still missing per-
sons, including those trapped
under collapsed buildings.
Rescue operations are still
ongoing, and we are doing
everything we can. The situ-

India Mr. Narendra Modi on ph

ation remains critical, espe-
cially in the area where [ am
now. I truly appreciate your
words of encouragement.
It also gives me strength to
know that relief supplies
and personnel are being sent
from your side, as reported
by the media. Our main fo-
cus is on rescue operations,
and we are also working to
restore transportation routes
that have been disrupted. Ef-
forts are already underway to
repair the roads connecting
Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw, and
Mandalay.”

The Prime Minister of
India continued: “Thank you
for providing a detailed ex-
planation of the current situ-
ation in Myanmar. We fully
understand that you are fac-
ing great difficulties during
this time. In India, we also
experienced a similarly dev-
astating earthquake in 2001,
which resulted in significant
damage and loss. Therefore,
we completely comprehend
the hardship that the people
of Myanmar, who have lost
lives and property, are going
through at this moment. We
stand in solidarity with the
people of Myanmar and ex-
tend our deepest sympathies
and support during this chal-
lenging time.”

The Indian Prime Minis-
ter added that the aeroplane
carrying relief supplies from
India arrived in Myanmar
this morning. In coming
days, necessary aid will be
provided for Myanmar. In
performing aid and rescue
measures, rescue squads
and medical teams already

one contact

gathered in India will be
sent to Myanmar as quickly
as possible. If Myanmar has
to inform India about its
requirements, India will de-
liver all kinds of assistance
as much as possible. He
reiterated that India is stand-
ing together with Myanmar
which is overcoming hard-
ships. India and Myanmar
are brotherly nations, so
we will provide assistance
to Myanmar as needed. It
is hoped that a meeting and
discussion with the Chair-
man of the State Adminis-
tration Council and Prime
Minister of Myanmar will
take place in the near future.
The Senior General ex-
pressed his thanks to the
Indian Prime Minister for his
assistance and encourage-
ment. He said he is confident
that he will hold bilateral
talks with the Indian Prime
Minister in the near futire.
He reitreated thanks for
encouragement and aid of

India.
100

Farmers plant more than 120,000 acres of
summer paddy in Myaungmya Township

Myaungmya March 29

In Myaungmya Township
of Ayeyawady Region, a total
of 120,252 acres of paddy
have been cultivated during
this year's winter cropping
season, according to Daw
Khin Htay Myint, Head of
Myaungmya District Agri-
culture Department.

A total of 113,115 acres
of paddy were earmarked
for cultivation, starting in the
first week of November. As
of today, a total of 120,252
acres have been successfully

cultivated. The Agriculture
Department, local adminis-
trative bodies, related depart-
ments, and local farmers have
been working together to en-
sure systematic and smooth
paddy cultivation.

“We have successfully
cultivated 120,252 acres of
summer paddy in Myaung-
mya Township. To achieve
full and proper cultivation,
we are collaborating with
the Agriculture Department,
administrative bodies, the
Department of Land Manage-

ment and Statistics, and other
related organizations, along
with local farmers. Since it
is the rice-growing season,
efforts have been made to
ensure an adequate water
supply. This support has ena-
bled successful cultivation.
Moreover, training and tech-
nical assistance have been
provided to improve produc-
tivity, and high-quality paddy
varieties have been selected
for cultivation. Farmers un-
derstand the importance of
achieving high yields,” said

Daw Khin Htay Myint.
During this year's winter
cropping season, farmers in
Myaungmya Township have
been cultivating different va-
rieties of paddy, such as 90-
day rice, Theehtetyin, Thai
Baygya, and Hnitlakhwe.
To ensure good yield and
high-quality rice, as well
as uniform production per
acre and protection from
pests, the Agriculture Depart-
ment is continuing to work
in collaboration with local
farmers. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Feature: Gazans face bleak Eid al-Fitr amid
renewed Israeli offensive

Gaza March 29
For the second consecu-
tive year, the festive atmos-
phere for Eid al-Fitr is absent
in Gaza, where thousands of
families remain displaced in

makeshift tents, mourning
the loss of their homes and
loved ones. Once vibrant
streets, usually adorned with
decorations and filled with
children's laughter, now stand

in ruins -- silent reminders of
the devastation caused by re-
lentless Israeli bombardment.

According to the Islamic
calendar, Muslims worldwide
are expected to celebrate the

first day of Eid al-Fitr on Sun-
day or Monday, depending on
the sighting of the crescent
moon. But in Gaza, there is
little to celebrate.

Xinhua

Trump says

possible

to make

deals on reciprocal
tariffs

New York March 29

U.S. President Donald
Trump said it would be pos-
sible for the United States
and other countries to reach
a deal on reciprocal tariffs
-- but only after April 2.

Speaking to press rep-
resentatives on Air Force
One on Friday, Trump said
he was "certainly open" to
such deals if "we can do
something where we get
something for it."

Trump said no such deal
would happen before April
2.

On Monday, the U.S.
president said he may "give
a lot of countries breaks" on
tariffs but on a reciprocal
basis.

Trump added he would
soon announce tariffs re-
garding the pharmaceuti-
cal industry without giving
details.

Trump has set April 2 as
a deadline for implement-
ing reciprocal tariffs, which
would match U.S. tariffs on
foreign goods to the rates
those countries impose on
U.S. products.

The trade policy of recip-
rocal tariffs is undermining
the global trading system
and creating uncertainties
for businesses, according to
experts. They also believe
Trump's tariffs would even-
tually backfire on the U.S.
economy.

Xinhua
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National Disaster Management Committee
holds emergency work coordination meeting
Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy

Vice-Senior General Soe

Nay Pyi Taw March 29

State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win attended the emergency
work coordination meeting
of the Committee at the
Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement here
this morning and discussed
conducting of rescue and
relief and supply operations
soonest in earthquake-hit
areas.

Also present were SAC

Secretary General Aung Lin
Dway, SAC members, union

ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw .

Council chair, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, senior mil-

In his keynote address,

Chairman of National the Vice-Senior General
Disaster Management Com- said a powerful earthquake
mittee Vice Chairman of and aftershocks struck Saga-

bridges and buildings and
causing some fatalities and
injuries. The extent of dam-
age was higher in high-rise

itary officers from Office of ing, Mandalay and Magway residential buildings, hous-
Commander-in-Chief, heads regions and Shan State on ing estates, and buildings

of department, and officials. 28 March, destroying ro

[E

ads, with weak foundations.

in inspects the damage to Ottara "ljhilii‘Pr'ivaEe Spe’ci‘é%i'st.:I_:ih_(y)fg"[-)_ité'l_.gau.s_ed by theearthquake.,h i

Worst hit areas were
Sagaing Region, Mandalay
Region and Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area. The Chair-

== gt 8 VA AL
__Vice-Senior,General Soe Win inspects some rubble@:ej«_,t?g earthqpﬂaﬁl_(g.

man of State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister
surveyed the damage caused
to civil servant housings,
People’s Hospital (1000-
bed) and inner-city roads
and bridges on 28 March,
the day on which the quake
struck and looked into the
requirements. Today, the
Senior General was visit-
ing the Mandalay Region
to attend to the needs of the
earthquake victims and give
words of encouragement to
them. Up to now, a total of
1101 persons were killed
and another 2644 injured.
The numbers are likely to
increase. Fourteen after-
shocks occurred after the

SO,
main quake and their mag-
nitudes in Richter scale were
from 2. § at the lowestto 7.7
at the highest. Its intensity

and destructive force were
high as the quake occurred
at a depth of about 10 kilom-
eters. Civil servants of the
ministries living in housing
quarters are being relocated
due to the earthquake. Min-
isters must visit them, give
encouragement to them and
conduct necessary checks.
Especially, they need food
and clean water. The Disas-
ter Management Centre must
distribute the international
aid to the relevant destina-
tions soonest.

The relevant ministries
should collect a list of their
own to fulfil the require-
ments of the civil servants
serving duties in the various

locations. As destruction
and sinking of public roads
and bridges caused trans-
port problems, they must

be repaired soonest. Avail-
ability of emergency needs
including communications,
electricity and clean water
must be ensured and electric-
ity supply must be restored
earliest as water supply
depends on it.

The Vice Chairman of
the Committee (2) and Union
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief, and Resettlement,
Dr. Soe Win, along with
Union Ministers who are
members of the Committee,
the Chairman of the Nay Pyi
Taw Council, and relevant
officials, convened to discuss
the aftermath of the powerful
earthquake that struck on
March 28. See Page 15
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From Page 12

Chan Myay Tharzi Township
into a temporary hospital and
arelief camp and gave neces-
sary instruction to officials.

Afterward, the Senior
General inspected damaged
ancient buildings including
Paho tower and Swedaw
tower and gave necessary
instructions on reports of
officials. Then, the Senior
General and party inspected
the damaged palace wall
near Hse She Gate and gave
necessary instructions.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral and party proceeded to
Mandalay General Hospital
and inspected healthcare
services provided to those
who were injured during the
earthquake before speaking
words of comfort for the
injured. The Senior General
gave instructions on provi-
sion of healthcare services
as soon as possible with the
cooperation of the Ministry
of Health and the Directorate
of Medical Services, meas-
ures on transferring patients
to defence services hospitals
and temporary hospitals and
other instructions.

The Senior General and
members visited the tempo-
rary shelter at the corner of
73rd and 30th streets in Cha-
nayethazan Township, where

the Senior General addressed
the needs raised by officials.
During the visit, the Senior
General presented 16 boxes
of relief supplies donated by
the Disaster Management
Department under the Minis-
try of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement to those
affected by the earthquake
and offered warm words of
encouragement.

Next, the Senior General
and members inspected the
collapsed condition of the
eastern spire of the Maha
Myat Muni Buddha Image
and the collapsed condition
of the Sagaing Bridge (Inwa)
on the old Sagaing-Mandalay
Road. The Senior General
ordered that the railway con-
necting Mandalay-Myitkyina
be repaired as soon as pos-
sible, as there is only one
railway track at the mo-
ment, and other necessary
measures.

The Senior General and
members visited the Maso-
eyein Taikthit Monastery in
Mahaaungmye Township to
inspect the damage caused
by the earthquake. During
the visit, they listened to
the guidance of the Maha
Nayaka Sayadaw of the mon-
astery, Bhaddanta Wasetha
Bhiwansa, and instructed
the responsible personnel to

ensure the provision of water
and electricity. The Senior
General also emphasized
the need to quickly clear the
collapsed buildings and carry
out search and rescue opera-
tions to prevent any potential
danger to the surrounding
environment.

Then, the Senior General
and members visited the Ex-
tension Hall of the Pariyatti
Sathanahita Association in
Mandalay and observed the
search and rescue operations
for the monks who were
trapped in the ruins of the
four-story extension hall
that had collapsed due to the
earthquake, and instructed
the responsible persons to
expedite the relief and rescue
operations.

The Senior General and
members visited Sky Villa in
Aungmyethazan Township
and inspected the extensive
damage caused by the earth-
quake, and coordinated with
officials to provide relief ef-
forts as soon as possible.

The Senior General met
with Mandalay Region Chief
Minister U Myo Aung, Saga-
ing Region Chief Minister
U Myat Kyaw, and other
officials at the meeting room
of the Central Command.
During the discussion, the
Senior General emphasized

the importance of thoroughly
scrutinizing and collecting
accurate records of deaths,
injuries, and missing persons
in each region and the need to
ensure prompt medical treat-
ment by distributing the in-
jured to all hospitals, clinics,
and temporary medical facili-
ties. The Senior General also
highlighted the necessity for
military and civilian hospi-
tals, along with health work-
ers, to collaborate effectively
in carrying out relief efforts.
Additionally, the Senior Gen-
eral urged the swift removal
and clearing of collapsed and
damaged buildings to ensure
the safety of the surrounding
areas. Providing support for
those living in temporary
accommodations was also
identified as a priority. The
Senior General called for
the rapid reconstruction of
the Mandalay University
main building, preserving
its original structure while
ensuring it is strong and
safe. Furthermore, the Senior
General emphasized the need
to address food, housing,
and other social issues to
support those affected by the
earthquake.

We must continue to vig-
orously rebuild and restore
roads and bridges, state-
owned buildings that were

damaged and lost due to the
earthquake, and we must
use a lot of money, man-
power and vehicles. We must
also continue to carry out
cleanup and rehabilitation
work quickly. We must also
systematically record and
distribute relief materials
to all those who were af-
fected by the earthquake and
those who deserve them. All
responsible parties need to
work diligently to ensure
that there are no duplicate
records and that there are
no left-overs, and that they
need to take action as soon
as possible to prioritize and
address many rehabilitation
issues, the Senior General
said.

Then, the Union Minis-
ters and officials accompany-
ing the delegation explained
the status of relief and re-
habilitation activities in the
earthquake-affected areas,
information and awareness-
raising activities, and the
needs of each department,
and the Chairman of the State
Administration Council, the
Prime Minister, coordinated
the necessary measures.

After that, the Senior
General and members de-
parted from Mandalay by
helicopter and inspected the
damage caused by the earth-

quake in Mandalay and the
collapsed Sagaing Bridge
(Inwa) railway overpass.
Then, they arrived at Manda-
lay International Airport and
inspected the minor damage
to the runway due to the
earthquake. Based on the
presentations of the officials,
the Senior General ordered
the immediate repair of the
damaged areas and other
necessary measures to en-
able more effective relief and
rescue activities.

According to the latest
figures collected so far, a total
of 1,644 people died, 3,408
were injured, and 139 are
missing in all the earthquake-
affected areas nationwide,
and detailed figures are still
being collected.

Similarly, Union Minis-
ters who accompanied the
Prime Minister and Chairman
of the State Administration
Council, including Union
Minister for Home Affairs Lt.
Gen. Tun Tun Naung, Union
Minister for Religious Affairs
U Tin Oo Lwin, Union Min-
ister for Education Dr Nyunt
Pe, and Union Minister for
Health Dr Thet Khaing Win,
also visited the affected areas
and provided necessary as-
sistance, according to their
respective ministries.
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From Page 14

The meeting addressed
several critical matters, in-
cluding the arrival of res-
cue planes and supplies,
the status of transportation
routes for rescue vehicles,
and urgent measures for re-
storing communication and
transportation infrastructure.
They also examined the
damage to staff housing,
the number of fatalities and
injuries among staff and their
families, ongoing emergency
relief efforts, and the provi-
sion of food, shelter, and
security measures by various
ministries to support affected
personnel. Additionally, dis-
cussions covered the alloca-

tion of budgetary resources

and plans for continuing
relief and rehabilitation
activities.

In response to the dis-
cussions, the Vice-Senior
General addressed the fol-
lowing key points: the pro-
vision of temporary shelters
for staff in parks and shaded
areas near their housing, a
daily supply of clean drink-
ing water, and the deploy-
ment of approximately five
mobile water purification ve-
hicles to purify and transport
water to temporary locations
via water trucks. He also
discussed the construction
of temporary ponds to ensure
drinking water availability
and address administrative
and health concerns. Addi-

tionally, he emphasized the
need for adequate distribu-
tion and sale of fresh pro-
duce and groceries for staff,
the provision of emergency
food supplies for staff and
their families, and financial
and food assistance from the
NDMC through the Ministry
of Labor’s social security
fund, including repatriation
support. He also highlighted
measures to support mental
and physical well-being,
security arrangements for
staff, and coordination with
DMC members on appoint-
ing a liaison officer to facili-
tate international aid. Other
key discussions included
deploying local disaster
relief teams, addressing ac-

commodation issues, and
ensuring the distribution of
relief and medical supplies
according to priority areas.
The meeting concluded with
final remarks.

Then, the Vice-Senior
General, along with mem-
bers, visited the Nay Pyi Taw
Council area, Lewe Town-
ship, and the staff housing
in Bala Theiddhi Ward, Zabu
Thiri Township, which were
affected by the earthquake.
During the visit, they in-
spected the ongoing relief
and rescue operations and
issued necessary directives.

Next, the Vice-Senior
General and members vis-
ited Ottara Thiri Private
Specialist Hospital in Ottara

Thiri Township, which sus-
tained extensive damage
from the earthquake and is
still undergoing relief ef-
forts. They inspected the
ongoing operations and
coordinated with officials
based on their reports as
necessary.

Following this, the Vice-
Senior General and members
visited the 1,000-bed Nay
Pyi Taw General Hospital
to inspect the arrangements
for temporary wards for
hospitalized patients, the
provision of drinking water,
and the structural integrity
of the hospital buildings.
They also coordinated with
officials on various matters,
including the deployment of

mobile surgical and X-ray
vehicles from the Tatmadaw
Hospital.

Afterward, the Vice-
Senior General and members
visited the 300-bed Mater-
nity and Gynecology Hos-
pital and the 1,000-bed Nay
Pyi Taw Military Hospital to
inspect the provision of nec-
essary healthcare services
for military family members
and civilians receiving treat-
ment. They also assessed the
readiness of operating rooms
and hospital equipment.
Additionally, they coordi-
nated with officials based
on their reports and pro-
vided financial assistance to
hospitalized patients.
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of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic?NoticeforEliminationtotéViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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